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. Central Asian states are rich in hydrocarbon resources and play an important role in th /
¢ in the world

jitics. The neighbo'uring countries like China, Iran and Russia can pl '
Asian Countries. India does nqt share borders with Central Asia and o!uuy : vital frr)le. 5 Oantiil
[raverse Jranin anyfflture cooperation with this countries. Other than oil and -w? !Hz-‘f 2 R
Asian cooperation will be usef‘ul to checkmate Pakistan's anti-India propag anz(m_' ';' o-Ir o “"r‘f Central
this article pults forWards the ufea that in the new game being played in Cmm; ':' e f&;:;mn. Therefore,
o cconomic and strategic positioning is rising, India cannot afford to be left out "'r‘:j" w ; "(‘ the ”mg_glf'
impor tance 10 Ihala goes BepanHtbepas. touching contemporary security c-omplaﬁl}l TC;J’: rel:;:::::h/:]’;':(;
F ' 5

come int0 @ sharp focus of the worldp olitics on account of its geo-political and geo-economic significance
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INTRODUC’I‘ION

The breakup of the Soviet Union and the creation of five Central Asian republics have com licated
{he security relations of the Continent of Asia. But this new struggle is not a repeat of the 19th ce:lury tEin
which the Central Asian states Were merely the pawns of their superpower. Instead of, the Central As,ian
states are NOW the active players in this power struggle. In their unique geo-strategic position, these states
can influence neighbouring countries like Eastern Europe, Russia, China, Iran, and even India. Duriné
the Soviet era, Central Asia could play a pivotal role in Asian politics. To maintain a foreign policy of
enlargement and engagement, the United States has established political stability, regional peace, and the
maturation of market economies as policy goals for the five Central Asian stales.

The tragedy for CARs after 1989, the self-sufficiency of Central Asian economies was disappeared
and the supply chains of consumption goods and raw materials were destroyed. In another words the
Central Asian republics have suffered sharp economic dislocation since gaining independence. They were
suddenly cut off from the Russian centralized command economy that directed their resource allocation,
ng, investment funding, and management. Exploitation of rich natural energy and mineral
resources (former Soviet Union) has been stalled. The Central Asian republics are landlocked, and goods

must transit through other pation via transportation networks that do not yet exist (other than through

Russia). Because of Central Asia Countries are surrounded by other countries and does not have its own
{ even more difficult for

ports. So that lack of access to resources resulted in increasing poverty, making |
the economies to focus on industrial growth. Serious political, economic, ethnic, religious, and social

challenges confront the Central Asian states. Economic reform and movement toward a market economy

have been uneven. The states fear that further economic dislocation will produce massive inlem_al unr.est
and political instability. Instability may provide external state intervention sucl:a as U_S.A, Rgssxa, China
India, and Iran withan opportunity for expanding influence. But the risk that such instability might re!)?uqd
back on them is too great. Thus Iran, Pakistan, India, Russia, and China each seek to promole'stablhty in
Central Asia while expanding their own regional influence. The greatest threats to Central Asian security
are internal conflict. The process of nation building, the legitimacy CrisIS: rapid social and economic

transformation, ethnic diversity, porder disputes, and other issues are ‘all sources of nstability in the post-
Soviet republics of Central Asian States. The lack of a modern financial system,

long-range planni

a ransportation network,
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banking institutions, and an enforceable legal system all W,fml%x}vm?on:d ms::: 2::":
argues that secular leaders themselves are responsible for Islam’s gl;;;d the competing power they taken
leaders seem to understands that Islam is not the agent ?fi“sm‘.”m}fu to control their economies their
to be, but that its spread is instead a response to their OWI inability 3

i -1i+v is debatable, but authorities®
societies and their states'. Whether Islam itself is an element of mfs‘t:::)lll:y 1S L ol e
fears-provoking arrests, imprisonment, and exiles-fuel the flames © rance

surely do destabilize the region®. ; :on in 1989s. followed
Ty the Soviet Union In ’ by
The opening up of China in the 1980s and the breakup of d Traq changed all that: Central Asia,

the shockwaves of 9/11, and the subsequent wars in Afghams“_’“t:: and Irag, has gained attention in the
with its proximity to neighbouring Afghanistan, lrar: and P:;lleM " e East to South Asia. Central Asia
geopolitical efforts to contain the “arc of instability” from the- Jobal economy, surrounded by rapidly
lies at the core of the Eurasian, the most dynamic part of today’s £ Oh b for the rapidly expanding trans-
growing China, India and Russia. Central Asiaisa poter}nz_ﬁ transit uito e e il it
continental Eurasian trade and capital flows. Moreover it is ll:le ';;Pori -31'5 great natural resources and
resources and home t0 a large and well educated PO g g<;nomic space of all neighbouring
its central location are main factors lead to rapidly intt_:gmtfﬂg E“m’a“e:_ans & routes towards the west
countries. Europe and the US want to see morc dwex:mﬁed cnerlgy e I:O e e E
through Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. China is looking to develop PU;P;S N e

the east, and India and Pakistan are eager to tap Central Asia’s energy reso

Geo-Economic Significance of Central Asia . : T

Central Asia like sandwich between Eastern Europe in the west.a{:‘d Ruzsrlea,i ,Sh“;;;‘ g:ﬂlj.:s;n a:::
India, Afghanistan and Pakistan in the South after independence but it has m = p((:nce e
world, because of gateway of Eurasia. Central Asia has been the battle ground 1s y

i i i in CARs with complex geopolitical
i _ As Russia, geo-strategically engaged in ' : .
S e = tition into its adjoining. Oil becomes more important

movement and trapped in geo-economic compe F A
assets for sustaining economy and stable government of any country. As the struggl uras

and Caspian petroleum is a multidimensional security, gep-poitl::::t il}dsggogi?lrir::, iﬂ::;;tsmfggm
dominate, controlling 75 percent of new oil fields with an inves mi .
percent of foreign investments in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. Energy companies omﬁ e UK, rance,
Turkey, Iran, and Japan are also present. The Central Asnan_ countries are benefiting om competition
between the powers. They have maintained close relations with Moscow, since much of their oil and gas
exports continue to transit via Russia*. The proven as well as gnexp]ort?d energy reserves of Central Asia
and the post-September scenario have again increased its significance in the world power struggle .
Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan ranked 4th and 6th in the world in terms of natural resource reserves
endowed with oil, gas, uranium, zinc, tungsten and gold. Thus, collectively the Caspian region contains
about 46 per cent of the world gas resources. Kyrgyzstan has an abundance of water resources and
the energy potential of its mountain rivers is estimated at 163 billion kilowatt-hours (bkwh) per year.
Tajikistan is also rich in water resources about 65% of the total estimate of central Asia®. The implications
of sharing a land border with two of the most powerful nations in the world are manifold. Not only does
it provide avenues of trade and diplomatic depth for the Central Asian Republics, it provides an avenue
for the current world hegemony. At the end of 2009 the proven oil reserves of Kazakhstan are 39.8 which
make 3.0% of the total and Turkmenistan having 74.2 thousand billion barrels which constitutes 5.6% of
the total world share®. Kazakhstan having 1.82 trillion meters of gas which forms 1.0% of the total gas
reserves and Turkmenistan 8.10 which is about 4.3% of the total world’. These untapped energy resources
have dragged the world powers to seek their own interests. In 2009, Turkmenistan’s proven gas reserves
fourth largest in the world after Russia, Iran, and Qatar. The only energy sources are not reason for world
power struggle in Central Asia but region has remained the hub of Sunni dominated regions with famous
cities of Bukhara and Samarkand which are historically most important cities in CARs.

T].le Central Asia has a strategic position lies at the crossroads of Asia, Europe, the Persian Gulf,
the Middle East, and the Far East. It is also surrounded by some of the fastest growing economies in the
world including China, Russia and India. Who are not only investing in the region but are competing for
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in English; a functional Anglo-Saxon judicial system; industry and management based on Western lines;
and an established and vibrant stock market™. § - Kavali

India’s economic programs focused on the two regional °ss°ntfa] I;I;Zm::;s '1993 and t;,",;;d
Uzbekistan, India offered credits worth ten million dollars to Tashkent nrla i promisin’g coopcrati02
signed a treaty on “the principles of interstate relations and I.Jﬂa.teral cOOPIe’ - 19;2 it sinad 5 oun
in fighting terrorism, arms and drug trafficking, and extremist ldeqloslme‘-:i_- e ofiered Kazakhstaﬁrs Ig
of agreements with Almaty to develop its textile and hotel industries. India e,
million in credits in 1992 and 1993'. An April 1992 Indo-Turkmen agrecm?; Photcl constmf’; l,on"“ '3
fields such as natural gas extraction, chemicals, agricultural products p ror;::t‘;‘»s ﬁ;i[]ion" Little has ,b:n
banking. In June 1994 India offered Turkmenistan a ten-year loan wo g st;'a toxs o el;'
done with Kyrgyzstan. India will support politically the s'ecmar government, Rt 0
fundamentalist Islam in Central Asia will remain a prominent concern. N.ew e o 0 us'e
economic, political and technical assistance as a policy tool and to enhance its own commercial, economic

and political interests.

China’s Role in Central Asia ¢ : ;

The Chinese Foreign Minister said that Russia and China have common mteres_ts In preserving
stability in the Central Asian region. Chinese policy toward Central A51a.would take 1f1to account t!we
close ties that had been established over time between Russia and _the region. I‘!OW China manages its
relations with Central Asia will have profound significance for security within Chlpa, as wel] as its future
relations with regional rivals, the Middle East, and South Asia'®. China’s worst mg,htmare is that unrest
in Central Asia will spill over into the Xinjiang-Uyghur (XUAR) Autonomous Region (XU&R, fOTf_neﬂy
known as Eastern or Chinese Turkestan). The history of this province, so distant from Beijing, mirrors
the chaos in Moscow’s borderlands during this century. During the early Soviet p.eriod .the Red An'ny
exploited local revolts to gain control of the region. In 1933, 1944 and 1946 the Soviets tried to establish
an “independent” Kazakh- Uighur East Turkestan Republic. Thousands of Kazakhs fled to XUAR
following the suppression the Basmachi Revolt and Stalinist collectivization. In return, following a mass
revoltin 1962 and the chaos of the Cultural Revolution, the Peoples Liberation Army halted cross border
transit from XUAR into Kazakhstan only after up to 70,000 Uyghur had fled, with five hundred and thirty
thousand square kilo meters. The Xinjiang-Uyghur represents one-sixth of the People’s Republic of China
and over 60 percent are Muslim. These areas are considerable strategic importance, as they house China’s
principal nuclear testing and missile launching sites and much of its “gulag archipelag”". The XUAR
holds vast natural resources needed to fuel China’s modernization, including unexploited petroleum
reserves in the Tarim Basin (sufficient to free Beijing from future dependence on Middle East petroleum)
and large deposits of natural gas, iron, and coal®. As controls over the Muslim majority relaxed in the
1980s, mosques reopened, tolerated Muslim religious practices. Nevertheless, unrest fermented again at
the end of the 1980s with a series of incidents in December 1986, June 1988, May 1989, and April 1990
that resulted in Muslims’ deaths at the hands of authorities quick to suppress.

After independence of Central Asia, exiled Uighurs in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan
pressed for the national liberation of the XUAR However, Chinese anxiety over Central Asian countries
as Beijing realized that the leaders of the new regio ,
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